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may 2013

Foreword
by frank rebel – managing director

Further in this newsletter, Project Manager Alf Tinker tells of
another milestone in Damen Shipyards Cape Town’s history:
the delivery of our very first vessel to TNPA (Transnet
National Ports Authority). The Crested Tern, a Stan Tug 2006,
successfully completed her sea trials and has since been
delivered to the Port of Saldanha.
In the meantime, production departments are working at full
speed to complete the vessels under construction, being
three 27m pilot cutters, one FCS 5009 Axe-Bow and as we go
to press the third Multi Cat 1908 will have been launched &
commissioned. The latter making way for start-up of the hull
building of a second Stan Tug 2006.
And whilst the majority of the shipyard works hard at
completion of vessels under construction, our small
commercial sales team has worked tirelessly in getting the
tender for Project CANTER (the building & delivery of two
ATD Tugs 2909 for the South African Navy) submitted by
early April, and we now eagerly await the outcome of their
efforts!

2

Our Repairs & Services Department has certainly contributed
to the recent successes of the shipyard. Besides numerous
repairs orders, the R&S Department was awarded a six month
contract for the maintenance & upkeep of the DAFF fleet of
vessels (Department of Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries).
Four of the six vessels are Damen vessels (three Stan Patrols
4708 and one Offshore Patrol Vessel 8313) and four of the
vessels were actually built by Farocean Marine (the three
Stan Patrols 4708’s and the 45m Fisheries Research Vessel,
the ‘Ellen Khuzwayo’), the name of this shipyard up to 2007.
Fortunately though, we also found time for relaxation and
fun! The most enjoyable event for a few of us was actually a
non-shipbuilding event to do with cycling, but more about
that further on in this newsletter! The most memorable event
for my family and I, was the Damen Family Open Day held
in April; a fantastic turn-out and my sincere appreciation for
the volunteer committee that made the day such a success!
(Yvette, same weather again for next year, please!)

▲	Arrangement indicating section building.

YN547225 Progress

Congratulations to Le-Roy Petersen for being our Employee of the
quarter! Le-Roy is a first year apprentice and has been with DSCT
getting the skills and experience required to be a competent Boiler
Maker. Both his Supervisor and our Training Officer commend him
for his cheerful, friendly and positive disposition and his high energy
levels: Le -Roy is an employee who is reliable, always willing to work
late, come in over weekends and go the extra mile to make sure the
job is properly done. We are sure that Le-Roy will continue in his
endeavours to be a great employee and an asset to DSCT.

Following the delivery of the ‘Crested Tern’ (see front cover) to
TNPA Saldanha, the production on the FCS 5009 is back in full
swing. With the delivery of section 113 from PBA in week 14, the
vessel is starting to take shape, and fill up shed 5.
Due to the Easter weekend traffic curfew, delivery of 113 only
commenced on Tuesday 2nd April, much to the dismay of
commuters using the route.
Sections 111 and 112 hot-works have been completed, with
painting and outfitting well under way. Delivery of section 116
(aluminium superstructure), is due in week 16, following the
blasting and priming of the unit at Drakkar Marine premises.

Due to the limited space in front of shed 5, the aluminium
superstructure will have to be placed on the aft deck, before unit
114 can be received. Unit 115 (bow section) is already completed
and will be positioned in week 18.
The installation of the 4 stern tubes is progressing well, and due
for final welding completion in week 20, after which line boring
will be done.
The 4 MTU main engines will be fitted in week 20. Launch date
is scheduled for week 40 of 2013.
	Section 113 causing some traffic problems
▼	Section 113 in position ready for joining

▲

And then suddenly it was already May!
The first quarter of 2013 has flown past and a great deal
has happened at the shipyard since our last newsletter.
In the wake of an ever increasing order book, the shipyard
has grown promisingly in 2012 and we continue to grow
from strength to strength in 2013. This is also evident from
the many new colleagues that have joined the ranks and as
such, there are many new faces.
Besides the steadily growing contingent of production
personnel, the supporting departments such as project
management, engineering, job preparation, procurement,
logistics and financial administration have also been beefed
up (we now also finally have office space to accommodate
them). To those new colleagues I say: “Welcome to the
DAMEN FAMILY; I trust that you will find working here both
inspirational and fulfilling”.

Congratulations to our latest apprentices for successfully completing
their trade tests and becoming qualified artisans: They are (from
the left) Lusindiso Meje and Adrian Lindt. These guys, together with
Ashley Bailey and Dalton Machechnie were the first of a group of
10 apprentices to arrive at DSCT and together with Dederick Ross
(their training officer) and Galito Jappie (engineering) actually
started building the training centre from scratch back in July 2010.

damen fast crew supplier 5009

employee of the quarter
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Lastly, a special thank you to my colleagues, who have once
again outdone themselves in providing you with newsworthy
articles, which I’m sure you’ll enjoy!
▲	Stripe coating in 112 under way

▲	Section 115 ready for positioning

Transnet National Ports Authority
by Alf Tinker

YN 503317, YN 549975, YN 549976 & YN 549977
2013 will see the delivery of all 4 vessels for Transnet National
Port Authority. A Stan Tug 2006 and 27m Pilot Vessel for Saldanha,
as well as 2 x 27m Pilot Vessels for Cape Town operations.

The 3 x 27m Pilot Boats are being built in parallel with an expected
launch date of week 36, 2013. All 3 are being built in parallel to
the custom design of local Naval Architecture firm Naval Africa.
A tight build schedule while designing a vessel always has added
pressure but so far everyone involved seems to be rising to the
daily challenges.
The hulls are nearing completion and expected delivery of
the three aluminium Superstructures took place in April.
Pre-manufacture of the pipe spools has commenced and we
expect to start mock-ups of the vessels interior joinery package
at the beginning of May.
We remain committed to developing and delivering three
exceptional Pilot Vessels to cater for the TNPA’s ever increasing
role in sustaining our economy.

YN 509661 Stan Tug 2208
Research trials

▲
		 ▲

According to contract, YN 503317 a Stan Tug 2006 was successfully
trialled late March, and following the wrapping up of the final
snags the vessel has since been delivered to TNPA Saldanha.
The ‘Crested Tern’ (as she has been named) joins a long and
successful line of the Tern Class tugs currently in service with
TNPA. She will operate out of Saldanha’s expanding port and
perform General Work Boat, Pilot and light Tug duties. We at
DSCT wish her and her Crew every success in her future
endeavours.

YN 509661 on route from DSCT to the synchrolift
YN 509661 at the synchrolift, ready to be lowered into the water

by Niel Engelbrecht

YN 509661 was launched during wk 4 2013, and the final works
on the vessel was to be concluded in the time leading up to
wk 7, when the vessel was scheduled to complete her sea trials.
DSCT was asked to host two engineers from Damen Research,
Koen Jansen and Dennis van Erp, as this was to be the first Stan
Tug 2208 with the new Tier II engines and vertical cooling
channels. Damen Research was interested in measuring the flow
rates, temperature and pressure on the cooling water system
for the new engines, and also to conduct noise and vibration
measurements.

After spending a full two days of setting up all the equipment
and conducting a quay side load test of the generators, it was
time to head out to sea to do the yard trials, which included an
three hour endurance run, speed trials and manoeuvring trials.
A very extensive three hour bollard pull also took place, during
which a maximum pull of 42 tons was achieved! The vessel
performed very well and excellent data was logged for the
researchers, who left satisfied with their results. The vessel is
currently on offer to various clients and will only be a matter of
time before she goes onto DSCT’s books as another sale!

YN 518528 Multi Cat 1908
by Niel Engelbrecht

▲

▲

‘Crested Tern’ in Table Bay Harbour before delivery to TNPA Saldanha
27m Pilot Boat hulls nearing completion

project updates

Following on the good service of YN 518521 ‘Chicala’, a second
vessel was ordered by the same client operating in Angola.
Construction on YN 518528 started in wk 24 of 2012. The hull and
associated small steelworks fabrication was subcontracted to
Belmet Marine, who are based in the Bellville Industrial zone.
Belmet have completed two previous Stan Tug 2208 hull builds
for DSCT. The deckhouse and wheelhouse fabrication was awarded
to PBA Engineering with whom DSCT has a good working

relationship. There were some slight modifications to the forward
bulwark of this vessel, as per suggestions from the client that
would better suite their specific needs. The hull, deckhouse and
wheelhouse was delivered to DSCT in wk 5 2013, to start on the
outfitting phase.
The vessel is currently on track to be launched in wk 18 2013,
with sea trials planned wk 21, and the vessel to be ready for
delivery in wk 22 2013.

YN 503318 Stan Tug 2006
by Niel Engelbrecht
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DSCT is to start the construction of a second Stan Tug 2006 in the
coming weeks. Cutting of plates has commenced wk 15 2013,
with construction to start in wk 19 2013, after the launch of the
Multi Cat 1908 YN 518528 in wk 18 2013, as this area of Shed 2
has been allocated for the build.
The vessel will be built for stock, in line with Damen Shipyards
policy of building standardised, quality vessels of proven design &
performance. This type of tugboat is ideally suited for African
ports, where multi-functionality is often a requirement. Beside
normal tugboat & towage duties, the vessel is also capable of
buoy handling, pilot transfers & fire-fighting. DSCT have made
various design improvements from the previous vessel that was
built, and will have a far better design package to work with.
This vessel is earmarked for potential clientele, to be delivered
early in 2014.
▲

Stan Tug 2006 similar to the YN 503318 soon to be under construction at DSCT

▲

Fitting of rubber push bow fendering

▲

Paintry underway on YN 518528

Delivery of the M/V ‘Vice Admiral Owusu-Ansah’ to Ghana
by Arthur Eley

After successfully completing the training for the Ghanaian
Engineers in Cape Town in December last year, DSCT was asked
by Damen Services in The Netherlands, to assist DSCT with
delivery of the brand new ASD 2810 ‘Vice Admiral Owusu-Ansah’,
that had been manufactured at Damen Shipyards Changde
(China) for the Ghanaian Ports and Harbour authority.

by frank rebel

the cape argus cycle tour
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Cape Argus Cycle Tour:
Finally, the day had arrived!
For the very first time, a Damen Team took
part in the Pick ‘n Pay Cape Argus Cycle Tour.
The 21-man (actually, 18 men and 3 women!).
Damen Team consisted of a Dutch and a
South African contingent, and after months
of training (for some of us!) we were ready
(or not!) to go.
The weather gods were very kind to the
cyclists, with very little wind (for Cape
standards) and a beautiful sunny day
(especially arranged for the foreign cyclists!).
With all of us kitted out in the brand new
Damen cycling gear, we set off at our allotted
times. For some of the Damen Team, this was
one of multiple Argus Cycle Tours, but for
most of us (including the undersigned), this
was our first Argus. What an experience!
The camaraderie and roadside support made
this a very special event indeed, not to
mention the scenery: breathtaking!
The fastest time was recorded by Paul Rebel,
who rode the Argus for the 18th(!) time, in
a time of 03:11:50, and the slowest time
recorded by Ricardo Daniels, in a time of
06:34:16.
Two Damen cyclists didn’t finish the race. One
being, Paul Horsford, who unfortunately had
a bad fall at Jubilee Square in Simon’s Town,
colliding head over heels with another cyclist
who came to ground directly in front of him.
Paul was shaken, cut & bruised, but his bike
was a write-off. The other was Ferni Lewis,
who was overtaken by the band wagon and
had to stop the race. Better luck next year
Ferni!
A special thanks to the Damen Support Team,
led by Jendo and his Hout Bay crew, who
stationed themselves on Suikerbossie and
shouted and pushed us up the final climb.
At the finish, the Damen hospitality stand
awaited the Damen cyclists. Food & drinks
were provided, but more importantly, a
masseuse was available to treat the tired
limbs to a well-earned massage!

Arthur Eley joined the vessel in Shanghai, China on the 11th
December 2012 and assisted in making the vessel ready, she
sailed from Shanghai on the 15th December 2012 through the
straights of Taiwan down to Jakarta Indonesia. After taking on
bunkers in Jakarta the vessel sailed and entered the Indian Ocean
where she began her long voyage to Port Louis, Mauritius. We
encountered a few squalls and some really foul weather en route,
however the vessel arrived in Port Louis unscathed.
We had a short stopover in Port Louis where we stretched our legs
ashore and had a couple of ales at the local pub. We took on fuel
and provisions and sailed again the next morning for Cape Town.
The vessel arrived in Cape Town on the 21st January where
DSCT personnel were standing by to receive us and directly
started with warranty repairs and preparing the ship for the new
owners paint scheme. She was signed over to the DSCT service
department. We had a very tight deadline for the painting of
the vessel and began work as soon as possible. The client had
requested for a very unique and specific colour coding of the
vessel. The painters were ably supervised by our very own
Aubrey Jonas and despite the gale force winds and bad weather
our painters were able to complete the job in the allotted time
and the vessel looked great. There were a also a number of minor
defects on board which the DSCT Service engineers, with the
assistance of one or two sub-contractors, worked on during this
time so that the vessel would be delivered to the client in Ghana
without defects.
The vessel sailed on the 3rd February with a South African crew
and after just 12 hours of steaming we set our course that we
would follow all the way to Tema in Ghana for the next 12 days.
The voyage went smoothly encountering only a bit of rain along
the way and with the current and wind favouring us for the
majority of the voyage we reached the pilot station off Tema on
the 14th February. We were greeted by a number of people
ranging from the Director General of Ports, the Harbour Master,
to various Engineers, Technicians, Electrician and Tug Masters,
including the GPHA office staff. It really was a special occasion
for the Port of Tema and they were very proud that they now had
one of the best Tugs in Africa.
It was a very warm welcome and all formalities were handled
professionally, ensuring that the vessel cleared inward as soon

▼

Damen takes part

New colours of Ghanaian Port Authorities Capt S. Bear
receiving the Ghanaian dignitaries on completion of
training in Cape Town. Arrival in the port of Tema.

▲

Damen ASD Tug 2810 ‘Vice Admiral Owusu-Ansah’

as possible. The rest of the day was spent meeting the various
dignitaries and showing them around the vessel and explaining
the various systems and controls. The press also were very
interested in the vessel and Captain Simon Baer at any one time
was taking questions from 4 or 5 journalists with recorders and
microphones interested to know about our voyage and the vessel.
The crew flew home the following day and Arthur Eley remained
in Ghana to start the familiarization training for the Engineers
and Tug Masters. After the extra 10 days and the completion of
the training segment Arthur flew home with a great deal of
satisfaction. The client was also very happy with the service they
received from Damen and with the state of the delivered vessel.
The delivery and the training have been a great demonstration of
the versatility and professionalism of Damen Services Cape Town.

ceremony
delivery

7

Repairs & Services
by Gary Atkins

Damen Shipyards Cape Town
contracted for Lifecycle
Management of DAFF-fleet

The R&S Department has started the year with an exciting kaleidoscope of orders.
Besides the ever increasing demand for Field Service Engineers, the following repair &
service jobs were carried out:

Maintenance & repair of 2 Research Vessels and 4 Patrol Vessels

The South African Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
(DAFF) has assigned Damen Shipyards Cape Town (DSCT, part of
Damen Shipyards Group) to get its fleet of Fisheries Research
Vessels and Fisheries Inspection Surveillance Vessels operational
as soon as possible. The scope of work includes repair works,
ongoing maintenance and training.

A number of post-delivery modifications done
on the M/V ‘Pensador’, prior to her departure
to Angola.
Modification of the Framework for the towing
plankton winch and built a frame and canopy
below the trawl net drum.
Modifications to the Towed Plankton Winch frame,
the main deck fish holding box, the landing area
for the trawl doors to be wood, installation of
additional talk back stations, installation of a
wooden deck outside the CTD Lab, installation of
a protection frame below the fish net drum and
manufacture a new 5m gangway.
Supplying of spares to various companies
has picked up in the last few months with
sale of marine boards to De Beers Marine

and dredging pumps and spares to
Stefanutti and T&T Marine.

The repairs to the grey Water Pump
on board the DAFF vessel ‘Ruth First’ as well as
technical assistance with the removal of the main
engines on the ‘Lillian Ngoyi’.

Repairs to the TNPA Pollution plough.
A new scrapper plate was manufactured and
installed on the pollution plough, which is utilised
by TNPA’s M/V ‘Impis’. Job was done in record
time to the satisfaction of the client, so that TNPA
was able to commence with their dredging
activities in Table Bay Harbour.

dsct at work
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‘Iremis Da Vinci’. This vessel is a 116m
long delivery support vessel.
A LOLER (Lifting Operations & Lifting
Equipment Regulations) Inspection &
testing was carried out on board over the
last few weeks, the vessel was going on
charter in Mossel Bay and time was of the
essence. The inspection team was deployed
from Walvis Bay to sail down with the
vessel whilst carrying out the test and
inspections of all the rigging and lifting
equipment to class specifications (DNV).

DSCT were awarded this job having
competed with the larger role players in
the repair industry. The vessel is managed
by Anglo Eastern Group UK.
Our team together with the specialists
worked 24/7 to complete the inspection
in the allocated time.

The DAFF fleet currently consists of six vessels, including the 83m
Offshore Patrol Vessel ‘Sarah Baartman’ and the 78m Research
Vessel ‘Africana’. A DAFF spokesman said earlier that there is an
immediate and urgent focus to get both these vessels operational
again.
Like the ‘Sarah Baartman’ (a Damen OPV 8313, built in 2005),
the other three patrol vessels are also of Damen design. The ‘Lilian
Ngoyi’, ‘Ruth First’, ‘Victoria Mxenge’ are of the Damen Stan
Patrol 4708 type and were built from 2004 to 2006 in Cape Town.
They are used as Fisheries Inspection Surveillance Vessels to
protect South Africa’s EEZ from illegal fishing.
The two Fisheries Research Vessels, the 43m ´Ellen Khuzwayo´
(built 2007 in Cape Town) and the 30-year old ‘Africana’, will soon
be ready to resume their tasks. These comprise research
programmes on how to maintain and restore the productive
capacity and biodiversity of South Africa´s marine environment.
The programmes are part of DAFF´s policy to protect human life
and promote the conservation and sustainable use of marine
living resource.

▼

From left to right:
Mr Ceba Mtoba, Chief Director: Monitoring, Control & Surveillance
Mrs Greta Apelgren-Narkedien, Deputy Director-General Fisheries Management
Sefale Montsi-Zuma, Board Member DSCT
Gary Atkins, Repair & Service Manager DSCT

new contract for dsct
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Load testing was also done on the bell
winches Port & STBD side according to
special procedure as requested by the dive
tech Superintendent.

New Engagements
DSCT Welcomes a number of new people to our fast growing organisation:
Engineering
Repair and Services
Michael van Staaden, Pieter Jacobus Smit, Henrico Florence
Finance
Warda Madatt
Najwa Arnold
Project Management
Amalia Morkel
Technical and Procurement
Human Resources
Emina Dzinic.
Heather Dukas
Logistics
We say farewell to Bas Versteeg who
Werner Keizer
returns to Holland in July and welcome
Procurment
Emina as his replacement as Engineering
Mellony Louwrens, Ghalieb Davids
Manager.

(new) colleagues

open day 2013 at damen shipyards cape
ceremony
town

Training Committee and Apprentices meet
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Members of the Training Committee were formally introduced to the new Apprentices
at a tea time break. Above Dederick Ross (Training Officer), Frank Rebel (MD), Kurt
Mehl, Adrian Shirley and Jerome Jacobs have an informal chat. Also present was Kailie
Isaacs who assists with Training Administration.

▲

New Damen Banner on Shed 5 in full view to motorists commuting on
the National Road (N1) to or from the Central Business District in Cape Town
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